
Item No 4
SCOTTISH BORDERS COUNCIL

SELKIRK COMMON GOOD FUND SUB COMMITTEE

MINUTE of MEETING of the SELKIRK COMMON
GOOD FUND SUB COMMITTEE held in the
Committee Room, Victoria Hall, Selkirk on Friday
1 March 2013  at 2.30 p.m.

-------------------

Present: Councillors G. Edgar (Chairman), M. Ballantyne.
Apologies: Councillor V. Davidson.
In attendance: Legal & Licensing Services Manager, Senior Financial Analyst (A. Mitchell),

Estates Surveyor (J. Morison),  Democratic Services Officer (F. Walling).

Members of the Public – 1

-------------------

MINUTE
1. There had been circulated copies of the Minute of 31 October and 13 November 2012.

DECISION
NOTED the minute.

MONITORING REPORT
2. There had been circulated copies of a report by the Chief Financial Officer setting out details of

transactions for the 9 Months to 31 December 2012 and projections of the annual outturn with
variances from the final budget and the projected effect on Revenue and Capital Reserves at 31
March 2013.  The report explained that expenditure was projected to be in line with the approved
budget for 2012/13. Income was projected to be greater than budgeted by £28,445 due, in the
main, to receipt of the insurance settlement for the snow damage to farm sheds, rent from a new
source and higher than budgeted interest rates now being obtained on Capital Deposits in SBC
Loan Funds.  Appendix 1 to the report showed key financial data on the Revenue Performance and
Balance Sheet for 2012/13. Appendices 2 to 5 provided details on the Revenue budget in an
extended format, grants paid and payable, Revenue and Capital reserves and the performance of
the Property Portfolio.  There was a projection for total expenditure of £168,723 and income of
£93,590 supplemented by a draw down of £54,564 from the Revaluation Reserve, resulting in an
outturn net expenditure of £20,569, this being £28,388 lower than budget.  With regard to grants
and donations there was a total of £2,003 remaining in the 2012/13 budget with a commitment of
£5,890 already approved from the 2013/14 budget.

3. Member of the public, Dr Neil, asked a number of questions about the Council’s charges against
the Common Good Fund relating to the negotiation of the occupation agreement for the fishing
club and for the access agreements to land at Smedheugh.  He was asked to put these questions
in writing to the Council’s Monitoring Officer, after which it was agreed that the best way forward
was for a meeting to be arranged between Dr Neil, the Legal and Licensing Manager and Members
of the Sub Committee to look at the figures concerned.

DECISION

(a) AGREED to approve the financial performance for 2012/13 as shown in Appendix 2 to
the report.

(b)     NOTED in the Appendices to the report:-
            (i)       key figures shown in Appendix 1,

                   (ii)     Grants Analysis provided in Appendix 3
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(iii)     projected balances on Revenue and Capital Reserves shown in  Appendix 4

                   (iv)     performance of the Property Portfolio as shown in Appendix 5.

APPLICATIONS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
Selkirk Football Club

4. There had been circulated copies of a request from Selkirk Football Club for a grant of £5,000
towards the cost of funding a 100 seat stand to provide better facilities for spectators and to comply
with new Scottish Football Association Standards.  Members were keen to support the Club and
were minded to support the application in full.  However clarification was required with regard to
the total cost of the project and whether the £15,200 from the Scottish Football partnership was
subject to other funding being in place, as Members did not wish to award a grant unless it was
clear that the project was fully funded.  The grant should be subject to planning permission and any
other statutory consents being in place and it was also agreed that should the grant be made, once
these matters had been clarified, the money should be released only on the receipt by the Council
of the relevant invoices.

DECISION
AGREED:-
(a)      in principle to grant the sum of £5,000 to Selkirk Football Club towards the cost of a

100 seat stand subject to clarification of the following:-

(i)      the total cost of the project;

(ii) whether the £15,200 from the Scottish Football Partnership was subject to any
terms; and

(iii)     that all statutory and landlord consents were in place.

(b)     that powers be delegated to the Chairman and Senior Financial Analyst to award the
grant, subject to the clarifications sought and subject to the receipt by the Council of
relevant invoices for the building of the stand for which the grant was required.

Selkirk Rhinos Rugby Club
5.      There had been circulated copies of a request from Selkirk Rhinos Rugby Club for a grant of £700

towards the costs of a P7 tour to the Seapoint Tournament in Dublin, at the end of April 2013.
Although an annual tour was held to mark the end of the eldest group’s involvement in the Rhinos
this was the first time that a team from the Scottish Borders had been invited to participate in this
tournament in Ireland.  The estimated total cost of the tour was £4,300.  Members were in
agreement to support the application subject to the grant being paid from the 2013/14 budget and
subject to a written report about the tour being given to the Sub Committee in due course.

DECISION
AGREED to award a grant of £700, from the 2013/14 budget, to Selkirk Rhinos Rugby Club
towards the cost of a tour to the Seapoint Tournament, Dublin, subject to a written report on
the tour being given to the Sub Committee following the event.

6.      In a discussion about the issue of grants and donations from the Selkirk Common Good Fund
Councillor Ballantyne suggested carrying out some public relations work to convey the message
that there was a limited amount of money available in the budget, to avoid raising undue
expectations in the community and amongst groups who may be considering an application.  It was
agreed that a press release could be made available around the time of the next meeting and the
presentation of the financial outturn report.

DECISION
AGREED to prepare a press release regarding the grants and donations budget at the next
meeting of the Sub Committee.
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PRIVATE BUSINESS
DECISION
AGREED under Section 50A(4) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 to exclude the
public from the meeting during consideration of the business detailed in  the Appendix to
this Minute on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as
defined in Paragraphs 6 and  8  of Part I of Schedule 7A to the Act.

SUMMARY OF PRIVATE BUSINESS

Minute
1. Members noted the private section of the Minute of 13 November 2012.

The meeting concluded at 3.45 p.m.



















































































Selkirk Rhinos P7 Tour to Dublin:   Report to the Selkirk Common Good Fund, 7 June 2013  

 

Introduction 

Every year the P7 Group (u-12) of players from the Selkirk Rhino Mini Rugby team undertakes a short 

tour.  This marks the end of that group’s playing for the Rhinos before entering High School.   

 

This year the team went to Dublin to play in the Seapoint International Rugby Blitz, Ireland’s largest 

mini rugby festival.  125 Teams entered the tournament from all the provinces of Ireland, Holland and 

Selkirk, representing Scotland.   A full itinerary for the Tour is provided as an appendix to this report.   

 

The purpose of this report is to provide members of the Selkirk Common Good Fund with details on 

the benefits of their contribution towards the costs of the Tour.   

 

 
The Selkirk Rhinos operates teams from P1/2 level to P7.  The Club is managed by a Committee of parent 

volunteers.  Each team has two coaches, also parents 

 

The Party 

15 players participated in the Tour, accompanied by the two coaches and two parent helpers.  There 

were 11 P7s and 4 younger S1 pupils that played.  The ‘top up’ from S1 players was on account of 

there being insufficient numbers available/ experienced within the P7 level.  All the boys were from 

Selkirk and the Lilliesleaf and Ettrick & Yarrow catchments.   
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The Tour Party with the Heineken Cup at Seapoint RFC  (Back Row from left: Sanders, Young, Bain, 

Dixon, Cockburn, Beattie, Davidson, Nicholl; Front Row from left: Maceira, McFadzen, Mallin, Cottrell, 

Sweetnam, McDonell, Kimber) 

 

 

The Event 

We entered one squad of 14 players for the Under 12 competition, and were drawn in a Group of 

Seapoint RFC (Leinster), Wanderers FC (Leinster), Kinsale RFC (Munster) and Old Crescent RFC 

(Munster).   In addition, the tournament organisers selected a ‘Barbarians’ Team, from the best 

players of these clubs, to play an additional game against Selkirk.  Results:  Played 5; Won 1; Drawn 1; 

Lost 3.   
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The boys played a total of five matches.  Here they are in action against Old Crescent from County 

Limerick  

 

From a playing perspective the boys were exposed to a different set of rules and higher competition to 

what they were used to.  With this, and the inevitable ‘nerves’, they started slowly, but even in the 

games they lost, they remained competitive to the end.   

 
Disappointment following defeat at the hands of the hosts, Seapoint RFC 
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Costs 

The team travelled by bus and ferry to Dun Laoghaire, in Co Dublin.  They stayed in a hostel for two 

nights.  These costs amounted to £2,700.  Total subsistence costs were £1,100, and sundry costs of 

£400 included the price of a tour of the Aviva Stadium (formerly Lansdowne Road), train fares and 

drinks.   

 

The Selkirk Common Good Fund provided a contribution of £700 towards these total costs of £4,200.   

 

 
Pre Match Meal – Noodle Café, night before the Tournament 

 

Support 

A key objective for the organisers was that no child would be unable to travel for financial reasons.  As 

such the contribution per household was restricted to £20.  This would not have been possible without 

the efforts of fundraisers and supporters, and it could not have happened without the generous 

support of the Selkirk Common Good Fund.   

 

The Selkirk Rhinos were also appreciative of the financial and ‘in-kind’ support and sponsorship from:  

ASDA, Bill McLaren Foundation, Bowhill Estates, John Rutherford, Oregon Timber, Susan Cottrell and 

Rhino Reactive Services.    

 

 

 



Selkirk Rhinos P7 Tour to Dublin:   Report to the Selkirk Common Good Fund, 7 June 2013  

 

Benefits 

Before the tour, the anticipated benefits were: 

 

- International travel experience for the boys. 

- Improved rugby performance and development.  

- Self-esteem - responsibility of representing the club and the town at an international event.   

- Learning and enhanced aspirations – of rugby and travel and the link between participation in 

sport and wider opportunity.  

 

These benefits were delivered, ans in addition a number of other benefits were secured: 

 

- Profile – links to Seapoint and other Irish clubs and the possibility of their attendance at Selkirk 

tournaments.   

- Camaraderie – spending time with each other on a Tour;  meeting new people – after the 

Tournament itself, it was noticeable how the Selkirk and Amsterdam teams mixed.   

- The ‘art of the possible’ – the effort made by a large number of parents and supporters was 

evidence to other teams and the children that the efforts were successful.   

- Legacy – raising the aspiration of future teams and other sports.   

- Learning – the Aviva Stadium Tour also involved a tour of the press and media facilities and 

showing the boys how reports are filed, press rooms, IT equipment etc.   

- Lessons – for the Club, participating in the Tournament, we have identified a number of 

examples of how we could improve our own rugby and tournaments and increase 

participation.    

 

 
The boys visited the new Aviva Stadium in Lansdowne Road on the Saturday 
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The Stadium Tour involved a visit to the Press Room – here a few of the squad prepare for 

questions from the travelling press!  

 

Conclusion 

The Tour was a valuable experience for everyone involved, the Selkirk Rhinos, but particularly the 

players.  They will never forget the experience and will always have that ‘common bond’ of 

participating in the International Mini Rugby Blitz.   

 

The following week, the players attended a ‘farewell dinner’ at the Rugby Club where they were 

presented with various playing awards.  The speakers at the dinner included a playing member of 

Selkirk RFC, Calum Johnston, a former Selkirk Rhino himself; and John Rutherford, the incoming 

president of Selkirk RFC.  Both reminded the boys how lucky they had been to go on a rugby tour and 

described the benefits to them, as adults, of playing rugby.  They underlined the importance of hard 

work and commitment, and how rugby introduced them to new people and new experiences.  As a 

result of being on Tour these messages had an even greater resonance.   

 

John Rutherford also brought a selection of his jerseys to the dinner and described the different 

jerseys and the countries they represent.   
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John Rutherford (President Selkirk RFC) with the team and a collection of his international 

jerseys  

 

On behalf of the Selkirk Rhinos P7 Tourists, the children, we are hugely grateful to the support and 

interest of the Selkirk Common Good Fund.  Thank you for your support.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information please contact: 

Richard Sweetnam 

Convenor Selkirk Rhinos 

Tel: 0753 355 7564; email: richardsweetnam@btinternet.com  
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APPENDIX – ITINERARY 

Can we get details of the trip?  

The following provides details of the proposed itinerary.  These times are indicative.   

 

Saturday 27
th

 April:   

Meet Selkirk Market Place:      300am 

Depart Selkirk Market       315am 

Arrive Holyhead       930am 

High Speed Ship Departs     1030am 

Lunch on Boat 

Arrive Dun Laoghaire Port     1245pm 

Check in to Hostel      100pm 

 

 Meet Dublin Area Rapid Transit Station (Dun Laoghaire)  200pm 

 Stadium Tour       300pm 

 Restaurant       500pm 

 Walk on Dun Laoghaire Pier     700pm 

 Lights Out       900pm!! 

 

Sunday 28
th

 April:   

Meet Coach at Marina Hostel:      830am 

Arrive Seapoint RFC      900am 

Tournament Start      930am  

 

Have requested that Selkirk is in a later group/ registration so this may change 

 

Tournament Ends      400pm 

Meet Bus Driver      500pm 

Restaurant       600pm 

 Lights Out       1000pm 

 

Monday 29
th

 April:   

Morning free to explore Dun Laoghaire – shops/ cafes etc 

Meet Coach at Marina Hostel:      1230pm 

High Speed Ship Departs     130pm 

Lunch on Boat 

Arrive Holyhead Port      345pm 

Tea Stop       6pm 

Arrive Market Place Selkirk     10pm 

 

 

 


